ANIMISM
ing to the Talmud, demons had their home in the middle air, and were invisible, because " the Holy One, blessed is He, had created their souls, and was about to create their bodies, when the Sabbath set in." Everyone has ten thousand at his right hand, and one thousand at his left hand, and since they rule chiefly at night, no man should greet another lest he salute a demon. They haunt lonely spots, often assume the shape of beasts, and it is their presence in the bodies of men and women which is the cause of madness and other diseases. In Moslem belief the Jinn, whose chief is made of smokeless fire, consist of forty companies, each numbering six hundred thousand. In Christendom such beliefs, based on the authority of the Bible, and therefore upheld by divines, who found support in legal enactments, remained unchallenged until relatively modern times. The seventy-second canon (1603) of the Church of England forbids any minister attempting to expel a devil or devils without first obtaining the licence of his bishop, and in the Roman Catholic Church exorcism is a function of one of the " lesser orders.35 The belief supplied an easy explanation of disasters and diseases, especially diseases of the mental sort, and of the 62